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Abstract 

 

 Doctoral dissertation entitled The problem of national identity in Michał Kleofas Ogiński's 

ego-narratives begins with a political biography of the figure under this research. It aims to show the 

specific political situation of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the generation of Michał 

Kleofas Ogiński at the end of the 18th century. Then it goes on to the meaning of the term "nation" 

in the 18th century and examines the issue of national identity of magnates. The thesis indicates 

common features of a modern nation and a noble nation on the basis of national characteristics 

according to David Miller. Next, it introduces the concept of "the nation of the May Constitution" 

which refers to the entire society of the Commonwealth after 1791. The dissertation proves that 

changes initiated by the Government Act of May 3, 1791 , as well as the earlier and later reforms of 

the Great Seym (1788-1792) had a unifying effect on all social classes. Those changes contributed to 

the feeling of community beyond state affiliation and raised people’s awareness of being citizens and 

Poles. 

 Next, the paper introduces the concept of "mature reckoning" with the past and points out that 

Ogiński’s memories reveal behavioral patterns preached by the recollecting subject. The diaries of 

Michał Kleofas Ogiński were examined: Diaries about Poland and Poles from 1788 until the end of 

1815 (four volumes) and Observations sur les evenemens arrives en Pologne depuis la fin de 

Novembre 1830 (Observations on the events that have happened in Poland since the end of November 

1830 - material which has not been published so far, obtained for the sake of writing this doctoral 

dissertation from the State Archives of Historical Records in Moscow). For the purposes of the 

analysis a concept of "truths of memory" was coined, meaning values important for a particular 

subject, related to their private past experiences ("the idea of initial marking"). 

 The dissertation suggests extending the existing classification of memories to those which she 

calls "dissolution of identity". The partitions of the Republic of Poland and the undermining of the 

existence of the Polish nation  are considered to be a "dissolution of the nation's identity". It is also 

claimed that in such memories it is also possible to find many "truths of memory" - past experiences 

are restored in their original form. 

 The dissertation proposes to treat retrospection as a multi-level process: the recaller may refer 

to the same situation in different ways. It depends on the context of a statement. The dominants - the 

most important events from the past - have the greatest influence on memories of the rank of 

"dissolution of identity". The enactment of the 3rd May Constitution was the main dominant of 

Michał Kleofas Ogiński's memories throughout his life. 

 In order to analyze and interpret the text of the memoirs the so-called "technique of contexts 

and meanings"was proposed. It means referring to the broad context of the entire text, as well as a 

very detailed analysis of the meaning of phrases and words. The analysis and interpretation was 

conducted with the use of the findings of Hans-Georg Gadamer's hermeneutics, as well as Jerzy 

Kmita's methodological aspects of working with a text. In the analytical part of the dissertation 

analysis and interpretation of selected fragments of Diaries about Poland and Poles ... and 

Observations sur les evenemens .... was carried. The conclusions show that thanks to the phenomenon 

of 3rd May Constitution, Michał Kleofas Ogiński considered the whole society as Polish nation and 

never accepted "dissolution of identity" after the partitions. This is evidenced by his vivid memories 



full of turbulent emotions and national patterns. 


