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|, General assessment of the dissertation
l'he dissertalioti undcr rcvierv is no**stiurtiard. buth in tt-rnrs of'contcnl arrd fbrm. [:int.

it c$ncems the fareign subject ol'rescarch, tlte social contcxts *l'thr liuictioning of thc Isracli

Dc.li:nce Forccs {lDF}. Second, it is nnt ;r cnnrpacl, llucnt tcxl rvith a ct*tinuous ualTativc:

insleacl, in its esscntial, thc research p{rrt {pp. ll"l05} is a cr'nlbinalion ol'llve nnicle$

publisheel in various periodicals. in dillbrcnt parts oithe rvorld and at dilicrcnt tinres {?020-

7$2?t. Tlte nt*ilt pan has trecn supplenrcntcrl u,i1h thi: r'rqr.iircd dcsrriptirc *lenrenls {researclr

thinking prrlces\, intr*ducti*rt nrul rc$e*rt'h oh"itctir'*t. sunlillalJi an,l rlrc main conclusitrns) as

rvell as rvith lirrnral clsm*nts (list ot-l'igures snd t;rbles, r*lercncc$, and ;ttlflchlllcnts).

Despitc itr 'r:riginalit-y'" th* disscfllti(.1r1 rs a srrics of r:or*patihlc segrncnts cl'
crlnsideritliotts c*nc(:rning lhe socili aspccts ;rnd implicatitns rrJ'ssrving in thc l:iraeli Dclensc

Forccs. lt is an appealing nnd wcll-clcvclopuri stutlv o{'the tirnciioning of"ihc tD}: in lsraeli

sccicty { 1.1(} pages erf valuitble te xti. "['hc Autlriir s1'stemrtizcil the knor.vledge il ithin the scope

of the adoptetl lopic, ccmplemcnling it rvith an intcrcs{ing cnrpiric*i $ul'vr:_y. llr"r nadc tr

ctlmprehcnsive i.trcl clecp leflection r:n thc issrrcs under consid*r:rriun" succcrslllly combining

theorctical ilnalJ-zcli with dirccl rescarch pr';rcticc. 'I'h* cntirct.v- t{' th* prescntcd data,

rcllccticlns and nerrrativcs conslilutr a gcn$rally cchorcnt rvhole {although. at placcs, rvith

duplication o{'corrtcnt), providing rcaclcrs ra'ith *n intcrusting piclrrrc ul-tirc irnpact of'nrilitar-v

scrvice in Isracl on thc social attitutlcs ol'lirrnrcr IDF soldiers.



Thc structure- of rhc ilisscrtatir:n is largcly accuratt and l*gicall,v precisc. lt eonsists of

six chapters {nrcthorlological, thcoretical and analy*tical" end ftrur empirical,jrcporling ones).

What is lor lull-v ,"*lcar is rvhy tlre Sumn,u'.r parl is placed :r: thc hcginning oi thc

considcrations (p. l2-16). aticr lirr: .,lt'knov,l,:tlgrntetltr antl Resetrch thinking;xuces.r, rtill,

bet'orc tlrc rnain chapters. The term osumlrnarv' is ' somervhat obr"iouslv ' repeaterd at the end

of the anal--vses in the tirrrn o1'S?nuncrr und the *r.tiil L-otti..tiLtr*rr.t. ll scems quite arvkrvardto

put the summation at the beginning ol'rhc discussion. Whlt lrPpf:rrs to be nrore significant is

that thc "Slrngrrrlf is not much slimmcr in vslunre than the sc+tian prer:eding itl additionally,

the nilture o{' the considera(ionr incltrdcd there do*s nr:t signil'ii:nntl-v- dil'lcr kom thosc

;rreviolsly pusted, The part also contains certain *'rltmcnts that itre more typical lbr the

methodologietl clratrrter that lbllor,r's.

"l'he presentcd consideralions har..e bectt apll!' provi(ltcl u'ilh illustrative ma(erials -
graphics, cliagramr. taF.rles, and chats. Thc rvork is haseri on a widc anrl pnrperly selected

litr'raturc on thc subicct. T'he bihliography includes 144 itcms, including I I online anicles,

2. Detailed assessments * methodalogicill issues
'l'he methotlological ;rssumptions o1'the disscrtation are presentcd in thc lirst chapter:

Introdutti1n und research obiectives. N{uch as the gcncrallv mecpt*d i}ssunlpaions secln

ilcfllratc. thcy cannot be lcti ',vithorri scvertl trscltial r*m*rks. The lirst conccms thc

compotibility of'thc *riopi*tl rcscnrch Problclns rinri h;tpothcsci. Although thc ibnnula of thc

pr6blems does not raise obicctions. thc adoptcrl hypothescs havc their shortcornings:

specificrrll;*, their cxccssive gcneralit.y, Arnrlng othcrs. lhe rtntark applies to hypothesis nc. 2,

which should bc rrrore prscisc" lir tltc .iuxtsposilion tl'sccial in{cgration 
"virh 

pluralism may

raise.iustified scepticisni. Furth*nrore, thq *npirical v*rilicittion cl'hypotheses in thc citsd

articles rvas quite $mo(lth" l-hs Author, <r.y;re"rsrs l'rlirs dCIs.\ nCIt somment on ths scope ol"the

ernpirical verilication can'ied out at the last point ol'his considerations.

"l'he rv6rk rvas hased on Jiurveys conductec{ in cyberspace rvith the use ol'social media

{e.g., Faceboi}k.'l'witter, and Linkec}ln} ss rv$ll as with the assistance of WharsApp and SlvlS.

The empirici*m *l'th* work is bnsed on sun"{:}* res*arch. Onl-v a slight coltiplement is thc

secondary analysis ol'data liom other sour$es and thc inicrview {in the last article) with a

small numtrer (10) cl'rcspondenh lirr in-drpth *nal-vsis. It is a piiy that the A*thor did not

inclurJe in the app*ndi.r thc frrmr of the qucstionuairc or qu*stionnaires {not clearlv specificd)

o{'tlie survcy.

ln thc contcxt ol'survcy rcscareh, thcrc *ppr.ars unccrtaixty as to tlre siz* of the samplc.

In the Surmlan; and thc meth<xlological chapter, the figttrc ]rJ =' 3,400 responde*ts was

nrention*d {p, I6, 271.}Jerr,v*vr":r, the arliclcs shotv iiilfcrcnl numtrcrs of'rcsponde*ts

participating in the studics dcscribcd thercin: ,1,?{i0 {p.49}, 1,426 tp, 7?}.3.80f} {p.8.1). *nd

4,200 (p. 96). lt scclrls to nrc. the methodological chaptcr should have prescntcd thc issue in

I



that way. f:'urthcrnurrc, thr: rcpork-'d sanrprlcs irrc n(|t honrogcn*orrs. ln adititiorr to {buncr

roltiir.:rs, thcr* arc llso stuclerrls. lrr)..','tl'cr, thc pro;ltrflroni bttn.ccn lh* trvrr subgrorr;:s havc

ttot t'rccn r.-rlcArlr, indicatcd. Dcspitc tlrc rclrrarks- lhc srzc tor cvcrl r*drririancl*; ol'thc tcsts

carrictl orrt dcsu'r'r e's ;r porilir,c rrtrlt'.

Signilicantl;v. thc Autlror r.lid not dircctlv lirrrrrulalr.: thc v:u'iablcs contcnring tlic

ovcrriding rcsearch prcrblcms. lt alsti clocs not ahval'r ilrt|cate the variables cilnsidercd in thc

prcscntect articlos. lt nlso docs nol s1rer,:ifv lhtr indrcalrrrs -- inhercul iu llrc rrralvsis o{'r,ariables,

T'hc anal-"*ses prcscnlcd in thc artitle; nre s()llrctinrc\ nl()rc jorrrrralistic than stncth. sr:iertiillc.

3. Detailed assessments - lheoretical and empirical issues
"l'trccrcl.icrl issrrer ancl consi<lcration: rre frln6rd in r';rriour pll'"'cs ot'thc dis:crtirlior, nrlt

nnl,l' in lhc ;rrescntcd articlcs but als<r in thc prcccdirrg cienrcr.rls" as n,rll its in thc Srmurr.lrr'

und tlrc Hain cont:lu,sitttts. A solid lirttnclirtitrtt 0i'thc considr.'ntlit)n\ ()n nlilnv \rlul.ec-r is l
signilicanl r.aluc ol'thc rcricwcd tlisscflutit.rrr. Ihr,: r'rririn contcnt in ths {'ornr ol'prcviously'.

publishcd rrliclcr is contirinl:d irr ('hlplcr. l-(r* ri'lrit:h rrr]\'cl illr sribstantive toiries. shurv lhr,-

hasic rcscat'clt arcas. and dctcrnrilrc lhc o5icntiirl crrgrritir.c valur.- ol- thc r-lisscrtirtiun. I-l-rcv

cunslitutc llrc corc ol'thc work - tlre mosl rignif ir:ant pirrt r-rl'tlrr.r rcscarcir.

It bcgins rvrth thc arliclc Israd's dtfttttt:e, athos: militur.l,scrvi(t,ns u tsrning point.

prrblirlrcd in i.hc l'rrlislt scir:rttillc.jounral "l)'rrr'lr f'trlrtricll,. J:.krrnrittieenr' i Socjok:girztr.v".

i:t1":{i.;rJt,1t,t,],11t7|irt:itticlt

dctailcd unaly:cr. sctling uF lilrtircr {r()nsi(lLrrrlions rnii nfirffltion, l-ltc ar{icL: lr,rrnul;rter thc

thcsis that nlilitrlry scrvicc is lrr esscntinl r:lcmcn1. a platlilrm lirr lsrael's socialisation.

libc:ralizing thc lrrldrtiunal cthos clcrclc;:cd ovcr lhc ucnlurics, charactcris*d b1'thc'Sicgc
)Vlr:ntality" and'Dclbncrr Bclicl-.'['h{ us:*ncc ol'tltir rvulutiur is rclJ*cterl in thc stalcinttr{:

"'l'hc i":nqnry tlutl r.vrs ri 'clcttrolt'h,:,,:a:rre a hrrrrrart u'liu;llso sul-lus" (p. "{?}" lf that is thc cirsu.

il is a pit-v thc r\uthol did not oLrrlinc tht": scul'rc r.ri"su,,rlr altituder irr thr lr'holr sociriv f basetl orr

tep()r'ts ol' cther r f\cil r chcrs,).

C'lt:iptcr I'hrct' is thc artir.'lc (,'wtpulxrrl, militett:t, strvite fi\ d rtttii$l intcgratar.

prrhlishcil in thc Acirck:1u5,' rif War r\rt.iorrrnal '-Sr:cnrrLv anri [,]clbnr:e (-]rrlltcrlr,'". .t l{t1{i, p.

6-5-'3(1. 
-l'ltc 

papr-:r 1l r,ur ctllFil'ic:ul conllrrrritlion ol.thc lhr--sis prcrt.ltlti-:il lrhor,-c.-l'hc Author

lrnalvr0s lltr": rr-sponelcnt!' stitlrnttttts. r.rcttlrr)t)tnlii lhc *1xttr*rrt {}f"li.rnncr rnldicls (up 1o (hc

agc: ol"J.{) r.rith thr.: ttltintons ol ltl11lt-scltpttl r,ttiticttt:i h':fitrc rttilillri, tcr'"ifc {lrlc{ l6-18}. ]'lrc

t\ultlrtr cotrcludc: tltat "sctvittld rl * citrzcti-r*ltllor lrt'rr-r rrr lt riururit:fit{ic :itiitc i:ortlci builcl

hritlgcs lot'ntir.i,.rt'ioci,rl lrtttl rtittiolrlrl conilicts;rrrrl bc ln irrlcgrirliuri rrctrlct'uttr'" ip. 5{r}.

('ha1ri''1 I:()ul plercrits lhr: ;rr ticli' 'l'ht lntcrgcntrfiionul li/.ftt'l tt'Militurs: in u t.'outtfi"tt

N'ith u (.'itiu:tr-Solttrirc.lmy. prri.lishr:tl irr "lirr: luurlrrl Lrl'l)nlitii:l.rl & \lilrtrrv Socioloc.\-".

l-inircnrly ol'l:'lrrritla. I,'ltl:l, p l')5*Ji(). 'l'frr: prpcr ;rirns t{} l)rcsctu lhr inllur:ricr erf ex-

nrilrtary prrcnts on lhc **ucral lnd tlcli'nsirc uttiludr.:r r>l thcir chilrlrcn. '{'hr rr'**.nsss oltht'



prescntafiotr is thc bias and suhjcctivity of'thc, tcstarr'h ull<lcrlakctt. Analy:its u,crt-- conductcd

crclusivcly on opinions and dcclrriltions ol' young rcssrvists {rgcci !{i-24; u,ithout the

p&fiicipalion ol' parents (although lhc c;rsc ;rlso concerns tlrrrtn nr r+'r-llJ. ln adtJition. the

analyscs basicully covercrl the ansu'e'rs t(] .rnc r'luc$tiorl. l'hi.' analysis ;lddressed t* question:

"should thc model o1'thc flmrl, he rnainllincd ss thc citiz.cn-soldicr arm3' or changsd to a

prot'ession:rl arm-"-'1" alier all" do not lit the rnerits t:l'the considerations r.rntlined in the titlc. I

think the problem is trxt conrpl*r ter be rc'solvc on the basis of such scatce data.

Chapter Fivc. rlfiJila4' $s4rs4'ar and Female Empon'ermsrrl" as th* only onc litled

dil'lbrentl-v" tiom lhe' title rif the rrticlc conttincd thcrcin. .4 Battle$eld o.f Socitil {hotlenges

Milhery $'en'r{'e and Fentale Empoxwrntent" 2!2{121, p. 42-.i0, u,'hich rv*s published in the

Indian Scientitic jounral "lntrrmillitrnal Joumal of Business irnd lv{tnagencnt Innovation".
'l'he paper shou.s the sper.'ilicity of wnmcn'r srrvicc and. sinrultancrusl.r,'. thc'ir inrportent role

in shaping natirxal sccurity. Not anl)' cloci l.hr:ir aclir,r' pirlicipillion in thc IOF enrilrh them,

but also nugmcnts thc human rl'tottrscs ol-tht irrmcr-l lbrc*:.

Clrnptcr Six coltt:rins lhi. artici* :v*lotir,*tfon .lbr ftutrve I{ilita4, Ser*:it:e in Israel.

publisfrcd in thc Britislr pcriotlical "'l'hc Ro,val t,ail;d Sr'rvi{r}s lrrstilutrr" 2!2t}72, p. l-17. "l'hc

article pnscnts an atul_v-sis ct-thc inrpcct ol'seren r,rriabk:s on aatitudcs lorvard sr.rvict in tltc

resen-c corps. Rescarch indicatcs tltitl "rcscrvists:rill (::rn'y it signiiica:rt dcl'cncc r,'thos, and

thcir lcvcl of'social invarcRess is vcr1, ltigh" (p. l{14), and "the readiness tr} serve in the reserve

l:orps [.,,] rcrulfs li'r:rn lhe r'lnr]rin*iitirr rrlrtir,:i;il iiJl{.| b{-'ctiril-! i'lelttcitis" {p. lf}5i,
-[he c*nsid*ratiuns crxrcludc rr,ith thc S*mnwr1, and the main conclusfors indicated $s

Chapter Scvr:n. S*mr:riirics anrl discussions iirc incluc{cd thcre. sit*ating the tin<lings ageinst

a broacl*r- thrrorcticnl, historic*1, and internaricnal background. With th* phrase: "Military

scnice is rrn cftective ncrmativc sor:ialis*ti*n nrcchanrsrn" l;). tl2), thc Author uttimately

ccnlirms the ntitin th*sis of'lh* wort.

4. Detailed assessmrnt$ * the t*chnical side ol thc rvork
-l'h* worh i; gen*ral11'nul rrycll prepirrcd irr ths t*chnical srtnse.'l'hi; Anth*r<iid not avoid

nunler()u$ *lrorteorli:rgs, crlitorinl rnd prrxrtieaclilig i:lrntrsin*sr. ls adtiitiori to stntrdard ty'1ros

anil prurctrultion rlishaps. thc lbllo*'inu ar* cxempl,.:r *['iltorc glarrnl anel noliecable failings:

- chaotic lll;lflilgctrrrnr al"t{\t sp;rcci i.c., citircr e.xccssivc brea.ks hclll*qn text points or

llr*ir abs*ncc {l}*m tlre titlc plgc}: hlank p;.rSc 4-1: l:lirnk vcrs* c*ntinuali*ns {r:.g., p. 20,

28, | 15, I l6), ctr:.;

lnck *l'pr*cisc prrgc numbcrs in thc tirnlnotcs ol'the "dr:scriplive" lcxt, w'hile tltey arc

prcvided in the a*icl*s:
-- nr) r.isiblc nrl*s Er.ovcruixg th* usr.' ol'iurlii:s" csp*clallv irr rhc biblioqr*trrh,v;

un justilicd usc ol it rli{lbrcni lirnl in * lt'nsffi*nl tt{'1ltc ltxl un p. 33:

runlabi;llcd lirctnotc I t) i p. l7 l:

-{-



-" Inapprcpriatc titlcs ol"niliclcr on pagcs introtlucitrg rlrtrru,l'rs chaprcrs tpp. fr6.90), crc.

5. Basic conr:lusi{}ns
l)cstrlitc thc: indi{atcd lintitltrir:rrs, rv}rich nlay flrilusc .iustilir:d rnsuilir_i*ncy, c*rtain

clttttl:ts, (!r t1t)nlroljo|rir':s, thc tiisscrtation un<ir.:r'astcssnrcnt is r laluahle rrutrlbufi*n to fhe
dtrvel$pnrent of sociologv, mainh' its two rutr-disciplines: rnilitarr, srciologl, rrnd sccur.i{v
suciolog-v' ]"he Authol is an undisputed spcrr:i+rlisr in rh* lir":kl ol- r:ivil-rrrrlitarv relarions. T'he
issucr raisr:d arc cxtrenl{:lv inrptil,luni llunt thr poirrt {_}l- \,i*\\, ol, lhc inisrnal c(}hcsirl$ nnd
elljciency <t1'thc lsr.acli Dcl-;ncr: ftrrccs^ in tlrr: errntlilir.rns ol.;]ennancnl lhreat to natjr)nal
sovereignty and statshcod al lhc sante linrc.

Whcn asscssinq lhc compalibiliiy ol lhi. r":orrlrnt rrl- tlic lrlicl*s cilnccrninli th* arkrptcd
research prohlcrns, it is rrr.ccssnrv [u indir":tlu a dise rcpant:\, irr lhc rangrs. (.)rr dr* rxc irirnd" thc
r"-ontent ol-thc articll's olien gocs hrrr,ond thc suhrlanlir.c jiani*rr,rrrk ouilinr_.ti b},thr. c()ntcllt ol.
thc prohlcrtrs (c'g" tltc lrticlc Inrni i"'lt'ptcr'-l;o111,xsrns pruhl*rrr.{i. llrr suhst.,ncc tif'
articlcs is'rrosl olicn fbcu:icil.n s*rrirru'rl\v* l'csrnrcrr prr.rbrer'r {r..g.. p..:r?. r<r, !3. g6). o.
thc crthcr hand. thc solution tci ,.,.crtirin protrlcms ic.;i.. .i] ir limiicd.

In thc rrontexl ol'critical rclnal.ks, I rvoril,,1 lii,c to tinrrll_v rrlrluirc lhc ,,\rrllrtrr abrrut
scvcral unolcar isstrcs;

ll \\'lr-v" iti tlre titlc ol'thr: dissr:rlatirrrr tlitt hc rr:irlucr.. rhc r_rlrr_.ari1, slalrilaril,cllssre phrlrsc
'<'ilt;r'n-s0iiiict trltt.r' rvirtr 'r'lli.:r;r.r tclrlir:r afr'!r.]. : lrltiic rn thc rcxt irr ric'cr lr:lltnrcd {u
tltis crprcssirut"'Fspt:cialll'sirrcc hi: did ntt rtlrr to his'irnrrr-ltion'ru\-rv1cl"- r1 thc
tc.xt.

J) How ttl interptct thc lack lf-rhc ,'\uthor's ihrrrc in iirc lirst t\i(] pr-*s*n!ecl arriclcs -

tahles: p. 32 uid'15. sltrcs such r shirrt is spctrilicd in rhc ra6lc pp 1r. l1'l
i) [n nultlcttrus plrtccs in lris dicr*rlation- lhc Aurhr,r'cnrplitrsist:i thc -sociel'ilat1r.r pl-thc

Isritc:li I)clbilsc ltritrc(:s. Ilorl'g1,'1;1. ir lhc IDF tfic lnrry (rl-r,r?r*l.t or. r.ather, thc army ol-
tht-: slertt,l) l)us lcr lhe intporLnD(:g rrl' tht rtatc lirrrctions grcrtirrrnctl ttl*l-enr:* againsr
penrlanfnt threats ltt sta(r:trtttrel. {ight;rg,:rinsi tcrrtx'isrrr. ctr.}. ['h* lcrnr'.tlic anry tlat
huiltlsthcs{'cict-Y"t;r. l{}5lalrrtitrrlicalesihcsub-ir:ctirrrtatusot'the;rnlvinrchiionlrr
ructfty.

4) ]"ht'Attlhtlr u5c5 ihc tcrnl'eflrti'ln'irs in "crosion rrl'thr-. tlcli:nc*,..lhtrs dulng l,iliiar-r.
scrvicc" (p. 55. 7"i. l{il. ll4) In thc c{}ntcri ol-uthcr posiiirr: slatuucrrl\. *oull thc
n'ctrd 'i-'r'oluliexr' ("cttllulioll ol'llLc ticll;nttr ctlru:l clnrilrg ntilrirrS \sr'icc", p.rssibl-u

souncl hclli.:r'.)
'l"hl- 

ftrcscntccl critrciil rcrnlu'i\:i nalrml in tirc crr;c {}l-qir.rli{-vltjg llrrscs <lo not clrillgr,
tltc lact lltc clis.rtrtatiiiri is ir r,cicntiliciill-i r"riuirhit: itil(l cogtririvciv ilrtcrcitiug bul alsti
nolcu,orlhv lr olk.



6. F inal conclusion
As a rc'ttll ol tlrc awill:i*;tntl crllttatiott' I r:(rllt'lll(lr thc dtutorill tlisscrtati*n oi- N'lr

Roncn ftsik' IuA titlcil' "{,'ilit'ctrs soltlier" rlilil*r!'*-fht {'ontributiorr to sttcittli:'ation ia

the Luf*lfodern firn rlcctl tltt- cortdilit]ns |r'vitL:lt {hr in thr-'1g1 i)ll r\cnrJt'ntir: l)*qrets ltncl

Acad*mic'f itlc {clatctJ lVla*rlr 14, l(}{l-l!. tlt'-'rclirrt" thl) ft:rllrircd lirrnill and ntcthotlological

.ltiindlrtls, (.()ntcn1 ;.rnri qrr,liticalirlns.'l'hc: rv.t'k r-:rrtrt*ins;r solution tr'r Ihc arloptrtil rcsearch

preiblcms ancl r,,.:ri {lcuticrn ol'lltc irs\umcd lrvpr:tltcrc's. 
-l'hr.: disst:r1:rtion prlrves thr':\uthor'is

ucll-r.crrcd {cvcn un cxpr'rt} in the isruu: rttlelcr ctrtlrirletltiion" has high conceptuul xnil

ctlirorial skills. can skillullr.u;e lirct: a'tl ursrr'rcnts. autl pr.Fr:r'ly d*r'*l.p ltnd prcre't thcm'

(..nritlcring thc irhtt'c. l Lindlv rsqtrcrl ttritt l\'1r Il*tr'':lt ltsik bt: adnlitled t. lirrrhcr

procccclin gs rt nil tlc [-cnct'' t' 1' 1 ft g 1l i rrrrt lttctr'

Y"'d.t"7*Y
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