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Position:  PhD Student in a Research Project 
What Does a Flood Disaster Reveal? A Comparative Analysis of the Impact of Cultural Factors on Communities’ Exposure to Anthropogenic Flood Hazards in Poland and Japan 
Research Project No. UMO-2024/55/D/HS6/00330
Faculty of Sociology 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan
We are looking for a PhD student to join the research team led by Dr. Beata Kowalczyk. The research scholarship will be funded under the SONATA 20 project titled “What Does a Flood Disaster Reveal? A Comparative Analysis of the Impact of Cultural Factors on Communities’ Exposure to Anthropogenic Flood Hazards in Poland and Japan”, research project no. 2024/55/D/HS6/00330.
Project description: The goal of the project is to understand why natural disasters still wreak havoc on our lives and surroundings despite the accumulation of knowledge and technological progress meant to help us manage their impacts. Specifically, we will focus on the cultural factors related to natural disasters. We will explore how different people perceive and interpret disasters, and what effects these interpretations might have on how current disasters are managed, responded to, and how future risks are avoided. The research will mainly use qualitative methods: ethnography, in-depth interviews, and content analysis.
Position description: We are looking for a person with experience in conducting ethnographic fieldwork and a strong interest in environmental sociology, especially issues related to climate change, natural disasters, and their effects on social organization. The responsibilities will include:
1. Participating in research preparation, including developing interview scenario, planning ethnographic fieldwork, conducting literature reviews, and identifying existing data sources. Participating in quantitative analyses. 
2. Conducting two ethnographic fieldworks in Stronie Śląskie, totaling 5 months during the first (2026) and second (2027) years of the project. Conducting in-depth interviews (IDIs) during these ethnographic fieldworks. 
3. Preparing ethnographic field notes and collecting official documentation. Organizing, processing, and storing research data according to procedures, including verifying interview transcriptions. 
4. Participating in the preparation of scientific publications if the candidate wishes to do so.
Terms of appointment:
· A research scholarship funded by the NCN Sonata grant no. 2024/55/D/HS6/00330, conducted at the Faculty of Sociology at Adam Mickiewicz University (UAM) in Poznań. 
· The scholarship period for the project will start in February-March 2026. 
· During this period, the scholarship recipient must meet the formal requirements set by the NCN, as outlined in the Regulations on awarding NCN research scholarships in research projects funded by the National Science Centre, introduced by Resolution No. 124/2022 of the NCN Council on December 1, 2022. 
· The planned scholarship amount is PLN 3,000 gross per month. The scholarship will be paid during the first and second years of the project, specifically in 2026–2027, in the months when the recipient is engaged in project-related tasks. 
· The scholarship duration is 12 months.

Requirements:
· A master’s degree in sociology or anthropology and status as a PhD student at a Doctoral School at a university in Poland. Experience in conducting ethnographic research, IDIs, and an interest in environmental fieldwork are assets. 
· Native proficiency in Polish, and English proficiency sufficient for reading academic literature and discussing research. 
· Basic knowledge of statistics and statistical software (e.g., SPSS, R). 
· Familiarity with and adherence to research ethics principles. 
· Additional asset: authorship or co-authorship of a peer-reviewed publication.

Application deadline: 17.12.2025
Applications will be evaluated by a Competition Committee appointed by the PI. The Committee reserves the right to conduct interviews with selected candidates. Selected candidates will be informed about the interview date via email.
Results announcement date: 31.12.2025
Required documents:
1. CV including details on education, ongoing studies, achievements, and scientific experience (such as participation in student research groups, academic conferences, completed internships and trainings, awards and distinctions received, and a list of publications).
2. Motivation letter or a short video recording (max. 2–3 minutes) with a brief explanation of why you are interested in the project, including a reference to the stated requirements. A certificate confirming that the applicant is a PhD student at a Polish university must also be included.
3. The application must include a signed GDPR Information Clause along with consent for personal data processing (the document is attached at the end of the call). Applications without this clause will not be considered.

How to apply?
Interested candidates should send all required documents to beata.kowalczyk@amu.edu.pl, with “NCN Sonata 20 – recruitment” in the subject line, no later than 17 December 2025 (inclusive). Further information about the project can be obtained directly from the PI via email.











GDPR Privacy Notice and Consent
Pursuant to Article 13 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data (General Data Protection Regulation, "GDPR"), I hereby inform you that:
Data Controller: Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, ul. Henryka Wieniawskiego 1, 61-712 Poznań, Poland.
Data Protection Officer (DPO): The University has appointed a DPO who oversees compliance with data-protection law. You may contact the DPO at iod@amu.edu.pl.
Purpose of Processing: We process your personal data solely for the purpose of conducting this recruitment procedure.
Legal Basis: The legal basis for processing is your consent (Article 6(1)(a) GDPR) and the University's legitimate interest in selecting candidates (Article 6(1)(f) GDPR), in accordance with the Polish Labour Code of 26 June 1974 (Journal of Laws of 1998 No 21, item 94, as amended).
Data Retention: Your personal data will be retained for six months following the conclusion of this recruitment exercise.
Data Recipients: Your data will not be disclosed to third parties except as required by law. Access is granted only to University staff and third-party processors authorized under data-processing agreements.
Your Rights:
You have the right to:
· access your data,
· rectify any inaccuracies,
· request erasure or restriction of processing,
· object to processing,
· request data portability, and
· withdraw your consent at any time (without affecting the lawfulness of any processing carried out prior to withdrawal).
You may lodge a complaint with the supervisory authority:
President of the Office for Personal Data Protection
ul. Stawki 2, 00-193 Warsaw, Poland
Provision of Data: Providing personal data is voluntary, except where mandatory under applicable law.
Automated Decision-Making: No recruitment decisions will be based solely on automated processing, including profiling (Article 22 GDPR).
Consent
In accordance with Article 6(1)(a) GDPR, I hereby consent to the processing of my personal data-
including my name and surname; parents' names; date of birth; place of residence (mailing address);
education; and previous employment history contained in my application, for the sole purpose of this recruitment procedure.

----------------------------------------------------
Date and signature
PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING VIOLATIONS OF THE LAW
Recruitment: Positions and Competitions for Academic Teachers: Information on the internal reporting procedure referred to in the Act of 14 June 2024 on the Protection of Whistleblowers (Journal of Laws, item 928), announced by Regulation No. 5/2023/2024 of the Rector of Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań of 17 September 2024 concerning the introduction of the Internal Reporting Regulations regarding the breach of law and follow-up actions at Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań. Below are links to the regulation together with its annexes:
Ordinance No. 520232024.pdf
Rules for submissions.pdf
Information clause - whistleblowers.pdf
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